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January 22, 2018, 15:00-18:30 
 

Background  
Increasing uncertainty about future sea ice conditions presents a distinct challenge to industry, 
policymakers, and planners responsible for economic, safety, and risk mitigation decisions. The ability 
to accurately forecast the extent and duration of Arctic sea ice on different timescales provides 
significant implications for the operation of wide ranging Arctic maritime activities. 

Current Status 
The Arctic sea ice prediction community has advanced rapidly in the past decade with many new sea ice 
forecast products and services that are targeted for different user groups. However, it is still unclear 
how well end users are able to utilize these products and services into their planning. There is a need 
for better engagement with a broad range of Arctic stakeholders and a need to tailor new products and 
services to end user-specific requirements. 

Workshop Goals 
This workshop will bring together sea ice stakeholders and forecasters to:  
1) Assess the value of forecasts by the user community.  
2) Determine if and how ice forecasts are currently being used in decision making.  
3) Communicate the relevant metrics needed by various stakeholders. 
4) Identify where improvements in sea ice forecasts would help stakeholders make decisions. 
5) Communicate the limits and opportunities of current forecasting systems. 

     
Participants 
- Sea ice forecasting researchers 
- Industry representatives (shipping, resource extraction, fishing, etc.) 
- Ship operators 
- Polar tourism representatives 
- National / regional policy makers 
- Local planners 

Outcome 
A stakeholder-targeted guidance document or roadmap, where sea ice forecasters can draw on the 
expertise of users (e.g. policy makers, planners, community leaders) to better understand how different 
stakeholder groups factor sea ice forecast information into their decision-making processes. The 
outcomes will result in an article intended for publication in a journal such as Eos (Earth & Space 
Science News). 
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